100 Doves to Descend on Cutler Park:
Mother's Day for Peace

(for immediate release)
 

Over 100 people will carry dove-shaped signs with messages like "Peace is a Family Value" and "Children Deserve Peace" at Mother's Day for Peace, a family event to be held at Cutler Park from 1-3 p.m. on Sunday, May 14th.

Dane County Executive Kathleen Falk will be joined by poet Cynthia D’Este and the UW-Waukesha Students for Peace to share their visions of how to achieve peace in our world.  Entertainment includes music by the Moxie Chicks and the Kettle Moraine Boys Octet and a performance by the Raging Grannies.  Children’s activities around the theme of peace will include a puppet play, sing-along and “Dear Mr. President” letter-writing tent.

According to Kerry Duma, one of the event’s organizers, Mother's Day originated as a day to honor women's public activism and to promote the interests of peace. "We teach our children that violence is wrong.  We want them to grow up in a peaceful world.  It's time to take back the original intent of Mother's Day and let our voices be heard - we want peace.”

While the event takes place on Mother’s Day, it isn’t just for mothers or even just for women.  It will raise awareness of the benefits of peace for everyone.  “Imagine a world in which we put our energy and resources into peaceful solutions to problems of all kinds.  We owe it to ourselves and our children to start making this world a reality,” says Kim Suhr of GrassRoots Of Waukesha County (GROW), one of the sponsors of the event.

 

"Arise, then, women of this day!  Arise all women who have hearts...” declared Julia Ward Howe who started Mother's Day over 100 years ago, “Say firmly:  ‘Our sons shall not be taken from us to unlearn all that we have been able to teach them of charity, mercy and patience.’ . . . In the name of womanhood and of humanity...I ask that a general congress of women may be held to promote the alliance of different nationalities, the amicable settlement of international questions, the great and general interests of peace.”

Ruth Rosen, professor of history at UC Davis writes, “Nineteenth century women dared to dream of a day that honored women’s civil activism.  We can do no less.”  This Mother’s Day, people in Waukesha County will get a chance to do just that.

 

GROW is joined by co-sponsors Plowshare Center and Lake Country Unitarian Universalist Church.  

 

The event will be held rain or shine.  
Contact Kerry Duma at dumafam@wi.rr.com  or 262-965-5787 for more information.  (To contact organizers on the day of the event, call cell #: 262-901-5171). 
